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ABSTRACT 

An intergenerational literacy program designed to 
help adults learn to read to their children or grandchildren, called 
PACT (Parent and Child Together) , ^as conducted by the Scotland 
County (North Carolina) Memorial Library. The project trained two 
tutors in the storybook method of teaching reading and also gave the 
essentials of the method to two other volunteers. A public awareness 
campaign was conducted to recruit students. However, during the 
year-long project, the amount of time needed for developing public 
awareness and recruiting students was found to be longer than 
anticipated. The project was revised so that the project director 
worked with students at the local literacy council using the 
storybook approach. Books were provided for the students to take home 
to read to their children or grandchildren. The 10 students served 
liked the approach, and some who had not learned to read using 
phonics read a book for the first time. A computer was purchased and 
proved popular with students at a low reading level. (Appendixes to 
the report include a brochure describing the program, which was 
disseminated to all North Carolina libraries and literacy groups; 
copies of local newspaper articles about the program; a flier 
cooperatively produced with local groups; a list of suggested books 
for an intergenerational literacy project; and examples of some of 
the types of recruitment used.) (KC) 
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PART I_5_ GENERAL INFORMATION 

SCOTLAND COUNTY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

312 West Church Street 
P. 0. Box 369 

Laurinburg, NC 28352 

Patricia A. Bush 

Literacy Project Coordinator 

919-276-0563 

Grant Number R167A80137 

Grant Amount $17,550 
Amount Expended $17,558.43 

PART II. NARATIVE REPORT 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The original goal of this project was to have the non-reading or 
low-level reading parent or grandparent of a preschool child 
come to the library and receive one-on-one literacy tutoring, 
using the storybook method which was created by the project 
coordinator. While the parent was learning to read a storybook, 
the child would be in a storyhour, learning school-readiness 
skills. At the end of the hour, the parent and child would come 
together and share the book. The session was to last for six 
weeks, meeting in the library twice a week for one hour, before 
the library opened to the public, so that the parent would have 
privacy. The project was given the accronym PACT, Parent and 
Child Together. 

A training workshop was to be devised by the project coordinator 
for the adult tutors using the storybook method, and for the 
storyhour leaders. This was accomplished and used in a workshop 



setting at two different times during the project year. A 
shortened version of the training program was used to instruct 
tutors at the local literacy council in using the storybook 
method. Tutors were provided with books to use with the student. 

In addition, a computer was to be purchased along with software 
appropriate for the low-level reader. This was a very successful 
aspect of the project and served ten students. The most 
frequently-used software included math and spelling. 

Finally, a report was to be written and disseminated to all 
North Carolina libraries. This has been completed, and reports 
have been mailed to all North Carolina literacy groups and 
libraries. (A copy of the report is included in Appendix A.) 
During the project year, the coordinator met with interested 
parties from other communities and shared information on how to 
develop a similar project in their areas. 

REVISIONS 

Creating public awareness of the project took longer than ex- 
pected. The project coordinator spent a great amount of time 
promoting the project in civic groups, churches, county govern- 
mental units such as the Health Department and Social Services, 
and in the local Housing Authority. She also utilized the local 
newspaper and radio stations to heighten awareness oi the 
project. (See Appendix B.) The project was also promoted 
through the Chamber of Commerce's literacy committee, and the 



coordinator worked closely with thelocal literacy council and 
community college to identify potential students and tutors. 
(See Appendix C. ) 

The original project design of six-week sessions in the library 
did not develop as had been envisioned. Even after identifying 
potential students and creating public awareness of the project, 
the obstacles of limited student motivation and lack of 
transportation necessitated a change in the project's design. A 
parent whose children were attending the local Headstart, 
attended the library setting for a couple week'j as intended, but 
again, transportation became a problem. Therefore, the target 
group became local literacy council students who were parents or 
grandparents. They were introduced to the storybook method by 
their present tutors. This tactic provided the PACT project with 
an opportunity to test the effectiveness of the storybook 
method. It also gave the students a "change of pace" in their 
tutoring lessons. All of the students enjoyed the books that 
were used and were given complimentary copies of the books to 
keep and to read to their children or grandchildren. 

Some of the students who had been unable to le&rn using the 
phonics method found that the storybook method enabled them to 
experience immediate success in learning to read a book. Some 
students who had never read a book before, now enjoyed reading 
some type of story. (A list of recommended storybooks is 
included in Appendix D.) 



Through the cooperation of the Housing Authority, some of the 
parents of children attending one of the Youth Centers were 
given information on the important role they play in reading to 
their children. The project coordinator tutored the children to 
improve their reading skills and provided them with books to 
take home and share with their family members. In some cases, 
these books were the only ones in the household. 

REASONS GOALS & OBJECTIVES NOT MET 

Some of the goals and objectives were not met as planned because 
of the following reasons: 

1. Transportation to the library was a problem. 

2. The project was in a rural area and it took longer 
than expected to create public awareness. 

3. Student recruitment was difficult, as the usual means 
of publicizing a program such as flyers, brochures, 
and news articles, are ineffective with non-readers. 

4. The targeted student group (non-reading parents of 
preschoolers), even after being identified, did not 
necessarily share the project designers' perception 
of the project. 

5. One year is too short of a period of time to achieve 
all of the goals and objectives. 

CHANGES 

Changes made during the project year included the involvement oi 



present literacy council students who were parents or grand- 
parents. This met with a very positive and receptive response 
and enabled the coordinator to test the tutoring method and to 
utilize the students' input in choosing books. Some students 
also began to come to the library -.nd become more familiar with 
its resources which they had never done before. 

The coordinator also went to satellite literacy council sites and 
used the method with low-level readers who had no transportation 
to t! e library, or. who seemed intimidated by a library setting. 

After school youth centers were visited with the goal of 
reaching the children's parents with the message of their 
importance as reading models for their children, and the options 
available to them as adults to improve their own reading skills. 
The project coordinator also read to the children at the 
centers, gave them books to keep, and found out which books were 
most enjoyable to them. 

A program in one of the local churches, which was held for two 
and one half weeks, provided school- readiness skills for fifteen 
children and enabled PACT to provide books for households with 
limited or no personal libraries. 

IMPACT 

After a year of promoting public awareness, the project wis 
beginning to make progress in the intended direction. With 



additional funding and adjustments made in recruitment, even 
further success could be achieved toward the original goal of 
reaching the parent or grandparent and the preschool child in 
order to break the cycle of illiteracy in the home. 

The State Library of Iowa, in compiling a survey of intergenera- 
tional literacy programs throughout the U. S., has recognized 
PACT as a model for intergenerational literacy programs. Compo- 
nents of the PACT project, such as the tutoring method and 
training workshop, will be able to be utilized by other literacy 
groups in the near future, upon publication of the Iowa library 
report by the American Library Association. 

OTHER 

Storybooks for tutoring purposes were selected using the 
criteria of very few words to a page, had good-sized print, 
illustration', appropriate tc the text, and simplified language. 
Some of the books were not suitable for the parent and the child, 
and others were very successful with both. It was noted that the 
author Mercer Mayer was popul'ii with all ages and levels of 
readers. Inexpensive paperback editions were purchased to give 
to students as a beginning of a personal library. 

In addition to the books used in tutoring, resource materials 

were also purchased for storyhour sessions which offered 

suggestions for developing and enhancing school-readiness skills 

for young children. Adult New Readers were also kept on hand 



for those students working on computer skills who were already 
able to read some. A "parenting video" was ordered as a resource 
to be used in future workshops with tutors. 



Tutor training was designed and provided for volunteer tutors 
with no previous literacy training. Two volunteers were given the 
complete workshop, and two staff workers with the Health 
Department were given the essential segments of the workshop, be- 
cause of time limitations. Experienced literacy tutors were 
given an abbreviated version of the workshop, focusing on the 
storybook method segment and were given bcoks to use and to give 
to their students to keep in the home. Ten to twelve students 
(including the student support group) enjoyed the storybooks and 
especially enjoyed reading them again to their children or grand- 
children. The student support group had been introduced to the 
books by the coordinator, and given an opportunity to read them 
together as a group, and then take them home if so desired. 

AGENCIES 

Many agencies in the community and county were cooperative in 
attempting to recruit potential students and in distributing in- 
formation about the PACT project. These included the local 
Housing Authority, the Health Department, Social Services, Head- 
start, the Hospital, local churches, school administrators, 
local literacy classes, Youth centers, physicians, Parks and 
Recreation, Driver's License Bureau, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and others. (See Appendix E for examples used in recruitment.) 
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EXPENSE TOTALS 



CATEGORY 


PROPOSED 


ACTUAL 


Books 


SI. 000. 00 


2 1 602 08 

V J- f V w • VW 


ConiDUter Software 


wvv • W 


3 / X . #7 


Travel ( out nf tnbin \ 


1 Add AA 


Q*7 R "7*5 




AAA AA 


box • xo 




O CA A/51 






1 AAA AA 


Q Aft AA 


Local travel 


500 . 00 


195.74 


Workshop supplies 


100.00 


206. 37 


Equipment 


3, 150.00 


3,160.83 


Printing 


150.00 


1, 235.84 


Salaries 


7 , 800 . 00 


7 , 800 . 00 



A written request to transfer funds from the "Telephone" category 
to "Printing", was granted. A great amount of awareness was 
necessary to promote the PACT project in the community; 
therefore, a greater amount of the budget was used in this area. 

The books that vere selected were enjoyed by both adults and 
children. More funds were devoted to the "Book" category so 
that students could keep copies of the books they had learned to 
read, and so that the children involved in the project could 
have the basis of a heme library. 

-8- 
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The computer was more successful than anticipated, and several 
students benefitted in this area. Therefore, a variety of soft- 
ware was purchased or designed and used in tutoring the adult to 
discover the programs most helpful for the low-level adult reader. 



-9- 

11 



APPENDICES T£ REPORT 

Appendix A 

Report which was disseminated to all North Carolina 
libraries and literacy groups. 

Appendix B 

Local newspaper clippings used in promoting awareness. 
Appendix C 

Cooperation with the local literacy council , Chamber of 
Commerce, and the community college. 

Appendix D 

Suggested books for PACT project. 

Appendix E 

Examples of some of the types of recruitment used. 
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I. PROJECT TITLE AND DESCRIPTION 

t h £ I - Parent And Child Together 
An intergenerationel literacy project 

The project was based in the public 
library with space being provided 
for a coordinator who worked 39 
hours per week. Tutoring space was 

ltl° nuhM ab H le in the llb " r S b « £ °" 
its public hours, giving the tutors 

and students privacy. 

l^l * arjeted student group for PACT 
was the non-reader or the low-level 
reader who was also a parent or a 

o£ a pr " ch °oi child. 

ioJf If t0 - f e * d a storybook in a 
one-on-one- hour-long tutoring ses- 

weeks. At the saae time, the 
preschool child would a£end a 

^?uS° Ur ',i ear !! ing « ch °ol-readiness 
skills. At the end of the hour 

^h^ ren 5 an ? Child would co »« to- 
gether and share the book the adult 

X^L 1 ?!™ 6 *- Tne b00k would *>* 

lltl\ w the P aren t to take hone to 
read to the child again. 



II. TRAINING 

The project coordinator prepared a 
four-hour workshop to train '"tors 
t~n£* " eth0d 8ne developed of 
tln*t*l 8 8tor y bo °k to aS adu?t 
non-reader. Additional objectives 
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of the workshop were to develop sen- 
sitivity in the tutors to the prob- 
lems of non-readers; to provide 
statistics and discuss issues in the 
field of illiteracy, especially per- 
taining to the preschool child and 
the parent; and to provide tutor/ 
student role-playing opportunities, 
using the tutors' newly-developed 
skills in sensitivity and in using 
the storybook method. A condensed 
version of the workshop was also 
available for tutors with previous 
literacy training. (The workshop is 
now available to libraries interest- 
ed in beginning their own intergen- 
erational projects.) 

Additionally, the coordinator provi- 
ded suggestions for activities and 
materials for the volunteer organi- 
zing the preschoolers' storyhour. 

A computer was available for use in 
the library as part of this project, 
with instruction provided individu- 
ally by the coordinator. More infor- 
mation is available in section VIII 
of this report. 



III. RECRUITMENT 

Any new project requires a great 
amount of time and effort in the 
*rea of recruitment. The ease or 
difficulty of recruitment of volun- 
teers and students is likely to vary 
in different communities. In the 
county in which PACT was tested, 



5 



ERIC 



17 



recruitment was the most wnalleng- 
ing aspect o£ the project, particu- 
larly in recruiting the parent. We 
found that, even once awareness of 
the project was developed, it still 
took time to convince non-reading 
parents of their need to become in- 
volved. Often, transportation was a 
problem, and discouraged the parent 
from making the effort to partici- 
pate . 

The coordinator used a variety of 
methods to develop public awareness 
of the project and to recruit 
students and tutors i posters, bro- 
chures, booklet handouts, bookmarks, 
radio public service announcements, 
atui speaking to civic organizations 
and church groups. However, the 
most effective method of recruitment 
was "word of mouth". 

Additionally, as the project pro- 
gressed, some of its successes were 
featured in the local newspaper and 
shared with the community. a pic- 
ture and an article in the newspaper 
were good attention-getters and this 
helped considerably to spread the 
awareness of PACT ' s purpose and ser- 
vices. 



IV. LIBRARY AND LITERACY COUNCIL 

nr^!^ the bl « ge8t assets during the 
A r ct , th « cooperation of the 

local literacy council. The coun- 
cil s student support group was an 
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opportune place to begin testing the 
storybook method, sharing the chosen 
books with new adult readers for 
their comments and reactions. Even 
though children's books were used, 
the adult students derived a great 
deal of enjoyment from learning to 
read them. In essence, it didn't 
matter what they read, as long as 
they were reading . Some students 
had never experienced reading a book 
to anyone, and being able to do so 
after a short tutoring session gave 
the students great satisfaction. The 
students were allowed to keep the 
inexpensive paperback books and take 
them home to read to a child. 

In one instance, an adult learner 
in a rural Adult Basic Education 
class was given the opportunity to 
learn a storybook using this method. 
After an hour of private one-on-one 
tutoring, the student returned to 
the classroom and shared her accom- 
plishment by reading the book she 
had just learned, to the entire 
class. 

Several literacy council tutors 
agreed to try the storybook method 
with some of their students for a 
"change of pace" from the usual 
phonics approach. Whenever the 
regular literacy lesson seemed to 
become dull, it was a good time 
to "read a book together". One 
student who had been unable to learn 
by using the phonics method was 
able to learn to read two storybooks 
in this manner. 
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V. COMMUNITY COOPERATION 

Several agencies and organizations 
were very helpful and cooperative in 
promoting the PACT project. These 
included the Health Department, 
Social Services, Housing Authority, 
Mental Health, Parks and Recreation, 
Headstart programs, day care centers 
the local hospital, driver's license 
bureau, many churches, the school 
system, physicians' clinics, the 
local literacy council, and others. 
Because of their cooperation, the 
project information could be distri- 
buted to potential students/parents 
to help them become aware of the 
free classes for parent and child. 

It was especially helpful to make 
contact with one person within each 
agency or organization who could 
help identify and reach parents who 
might benefit from the program. 
That one contact person was usually 
more effective in convincing poten- 
tial students to seek the available 
opportunities than the unfamiliar 
coordinator or a generalized an- 
nouncement would have been. 

One example of this effectiveness 
was the involvement of one of the 
local churches. Through the efforts 
of the pastor and one of his parish- 
ioners, fifteen children met for one 
and one half hours every day for two 
and one half weeks prior to school 
resuming in the fall. The children 
enjoyed reading several books and 
were therefore better prepared to 
start school. 
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VI. ADULT AWARENESS 



Values and priorities are different 
for everyone, but creating an aware- 
ness of how important it is to read 
to children while they are young, 
■ay help parents to realize some of 
those priorities in a beneficial 
way. The success of an intergenera- 
tional literacy project depends 
heavily upon the adult learner's 
recognition of the need and respon- 
sibility to model reading behavior. 

Parents need to know that they are 
their children's first and most im- 
portant teachers. Prom the time 
children are able to be held and 
focus on pages of a book, they need 

:K4,5 e rea ?,, t0 ' SoBe ■««ltt feel 
children will learn all they need 

to know in school > but this is a 

SIS? K £a J lacy ' Man * children 
begin school at a disadvantage be- 
cause they do not know the letters 
ol the alphabet, how to write their 
names, or do not know thiiir sounds, 
shapes, colors, numbers, and other 
important concepts. 

Many parents today are single and/ 
or working parents with little extra 
time to spend with their children. 

do with a small child before start- 
ing school, but one of the most 
important is reading with the child. 
Reading gives the parent something 

!L* re Value t0 8nare ' A P«"«t 
who does not read will most likely 

reproduce the non-reading cycle in 



01 a r «aaing parent. 

th. ..'Ct r tl. r 

learning to read at ' by 

only be^efitt^^tS^r" K 
their young children as well ' 



VII. METHOD AND BOOKS 

l^t . teacnln « "ethod used in pact 

student. The Itudtnl f V counc11 
valuable t or plt^L 'TS "** 
non-reader's ZlZlt ?? a fori «r 
diffieauj of tK'SUJ }S it°. . the 

set- " -"v« 

tho .o.t f«voJS by ?S. b °^. , H 
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llllnl " purcna "<» which the adult 

hill •f! C ° Uld keep for at 
home, in recognition of the impor- 
tance of beginning a ho.e liKary 
for the preschooler. y 

It was important that the parents 

build confidence as readers, and 
move on to .ore challenging books 
at subsequent sessions, it was also 
i-portant that the adult learntrs 

«aS;r'i° co ^fi d a Very ^ginning 
fSSnd i? k!? J d f nce ' the coordinator 
found it helpful to use lanouaoe «. 
perience during the first s*2M£ 
and have the pLent t the u i 
story about his or her chiiS ZL 
technique is dSoSib.f^S' d.SiJ 
during the training workshop. 

So»e of the books that were enlov.d 

Je:»o% h ao d r n pri« d d^ r : D :r aii ; bu " 

listed below, W^cks, are 

AH By Myself, Mercer Mayer 
Just For You, Mercer Mayer 

jSst T A e SLl ln 2 W0 " an ' Jan « O'Connor 
just A Mess, Mercer Mayer 

llL^ tf NeW Hat ' Ba«nstains 

The ihlli'i B ° 0k ' Clnd * Szekeres 
rne Three Bears, Galdone 
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VIII. COMPUTER-TUTORING 
^ e P«rch re f puter 8o£ ^ 

Project. Became o if*^ o£ this 

the int.ii 1 ;?s;;; t ; t d j i jjt.d funds, 

■anual f or the * the grating 

»*ed for I q^utv nr?^"' and 
co«put*r and OKIDATA 39a * V f NDEX 
"ere purchased II 390 Printer 
IBM coipatiMe and If ; onputer 
the needs of thl 1 ere£ore *erved 
OI tne project very well. 

The students / j 

hesitant Jo 'Ef 2! tUt ° rs) We " 
^eded reassurance th!? BPUter and 
»o*l* be there ?o asi? a ^H 8 °" e0ne 
least until they " tne- ' «t 

enough to try it I? 1 * co »*ortable 
coordinator at hand J"* (Wlth the 
tions or probl.M ?J.f or , any 
Nine adults were t^ ' !! i9ht *rise. ) 
of a variety 0 f t ^°! ed ln the use 
»hich included pack *»« 
Wiling, contractiSJr °! # * y P ln *' 
■•th and definition 0 ' - root wor <l«, 
to be helpii? 1 ^ 008 ' . Tne «* Proved 
'orceaent/ «or«o Jj/"* of "in- 
ning reader 5° a be » ln - 
the use of" he co^te^^ 60 j ° yed 
co«i ng on a regular ul^ Witn so »« 
»U of the BtXnll D c!f a - lt wv. 
new area of learning con 5 ldence in a 
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IX. RECORD-KEEPING 



Record* were kept of volunteer hours 
spent tutoring, the books that were 
used, books liked or disliked, the 
number of students who participated, 
the nuaber of children involved, 
software most used, coaplete expense 
reports, and comments by those wno 
participated in the project. 



Z. IMPLEMENTATION 

To iapleaent this project in your 
library, it will be aost successful 
with a coordinator (salaried or a 
volunteer) who is coaaitted to the 
project, it aay be possible to have 
the library director or a staff 
person or even the literacy council 
director fill this position, but 
normally those persons already have 
a full schedule. 

Begin with one parent and child, 
possibly a present literacy council 
student who has a preschooler or a 
grandchild. Once someone begins to 
experience success, word of south 
plus your local promotion of the 
success, will be beneficial to your 
project. 

With little or no funds, books from 
the library can be used. However, 
be selective. Choose books with few 
words to a page and pictures to go 
with the words. Simple stories 
can be written and put together in 
booklet form for taking home. 
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Training workshop information will 
be available for those that are 
interested in replicating this pro- 
ject and using the storybook method. 

Have the library staff fully inform- 
ed of the problems of illiteracy. A 
literacy workshop would be benefi- 
cial, especially in the area of 
sensitivity. Then all members of the 
staff will have a better understand- 
ing and be better prepared to help 
and inform anyone who may be calling 
for information in this area. 

Whenever possible, organize meetings 
or classes with the parents/students 
in their own familiar environment. 
There is less intimidation and fewer 
problems concerning transportation. 

Keep the awareness in the community 
of your project and continue to 
recruit through agencies and organi- 
zations, as was mentioned earlier in 
this report. Using a video in wait- 
ing rooms when possible, or using a 
church or a youth center in the tar- 
geted community is a very good 
possibility. 



XI. COKCLUSION 

A new idea takes time! Recruitment 
takes time! Patience, determina- 
tion, and support from others is 
crucial. 
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After a year of promoting awareness 
and establishing contacts, the PACT 
project was finally beginning to 
show signs of growth and progress. 
The outcome of the project was not 
as it had hoped it would be where 
the ideal situation was to take 
place in the library and serve 
six parents and their preschoolers 
in six week segments. However, as 
mentioned in the report, several 
positive results did occur and 
several adults and children benefit- 
ted from the project. 

If we are to break the cycle of non- 
readers in the hoae, we must begin 
with the child as early as possible. 
He aust create an a wareness in the 
PfrTtntg of the importance of holding 
their very young child and talking 
and reading to them. If parents see 
that their preschoolers are not 
learning, they aust recognize the 
need to ask for help for their 
children or themselves. Once the 
child is in school and begins to 
fall bohind, the pattern tends to 
continue until frustration leads to 
the possibility of his dropping out 
of school. Reaching the parent and 
the preschool child before this be- 
gins to happen, could help to cut 
down on the dropout rate. 

Tutors should be aware of the 
student's goals; reading to a child 
or a grandchild is one of the three 
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« learn to read in the first 

sirs*' wi?„ atevet ■• thod *■ K 

«jsea with any student » 

b c o°o u ".:t a hid ly f 8ubMtit » v < : 

The lit* * £ ° r ° ne o£ tne ""ions. 

iterac y "tudents an enjoyed 
reading a storybook for a change ot 

Jf U ^! ry needS /° be a vlt «l Part 
nLitL ° onBunit y- A library also 
lilt 1* be P rovidin * services to 
Jh^uoh T« nt ! ° £ the °o»»unity? 

i.»f a f y 5 take an active part in 
teaching adults to read while helo- 
ing prepare preschoolers for a sue 
Hill? aCad6Bic a ^P«ience through 

J U a r and ln b * ha ^ing parens 
provide a reading role nodel. 
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Share in the 
rewards of 
teaching a 
Parent to read 
to a child!!! 
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Program 

Promotes 

Reading 

By JANET HUNTER 

Thett is nothing quite so cozy as 
snuggling a sleepy preschooler in 
one's lap to read a bedtime story. 
Now, thanks to a grant from the 
• Federal Deprtnu^it of Education to 
1 be given to the Scotland County 
•j Memorial Library, more parents and 
their children will be able to ex- 
perience the closeness thai a good 
! book can bring. 

I The Department of Education of- 
I fers library literacy giants for 
j programs that are designed to 
' promote literacy. Scotland County 
j Memorial Library director Lois 
Kilkka and Scotland County 
Literacy Council director Brenda 
Lewis jointly designed a program 
that was awarded a grant of 
$17,550. 

The project, beginning in October 
of this year, will combine adult 
education for parents with reading 
readiness for children. Parents who 
are non- or low- level readers and 
their preschoolers will participate in 
the program. 

While the adult students work in- 
dividually with trained tutors for one 
hour in the library, the children will 

(Continued On Page 3A) 
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participate in a volunteer-led story 
hour. At the end of the session, the 
parents and children will sit down 
together while the parents read to 
the children the book they have just 
learned to read. 

In Scotland County, with its 31% 
illiterate population, many pres- 
choolers have not received the 
school readiness skills they need. 
The proposed program will provide 
these children with socialization op- 
portunities, listening skill develop- 
ment, story and craft activities, and a 
familiarity with the library. 

Parents will be able to share read- 
ing time with their children and will 
learn to feel at home in the library, 
how to select books, and to become 
familiar with children's books and 
the Adult New Reaader materials in 
the library. 

Adults will gain the added benefit 
of computer literacy as well, since 
some computer softwaare will be 
designed as part of the teaching 
method in this project. 

Kilkka was pleased with the way 
the library and the literacy council 
combined efforts to make the project 
a reality. "We could not have this", 
she said, "without the help of 
Brenda Lewis. Her input was really 
valuable. She will work with me in 
overseeing the project." 



Lewis, likewise, wjs "very ex- 
cited about the library and literacy 
council working together on this 
project 9 * 

Endorsements from U.S. Senator 
Ibnry Sanford and Congressmen Bill 
HefneramLDavid Price helped in 
the effort to secufcihe grant, as did 
statements of support from tk 
Laurinbur&jcotland County Area 
Chamber of Commerce and from 
Anne Tindall, executive director of 
the North Carolina Literacy As- 
soctaatkm. Tindall praised the 
program, saying "It is targeting the 
basic root of illiteracy, parent and 
child." 

Participating parents and children 
will not be the only beneficiaries of 
the project Volunteers will receive 
training in various methods of teach- 
ing adults to read, the library and the 
literacy council will gain valuable, 
well-trained volunteers, the library 
will be able to serve a segment of 
the population that it previously 
could not reach, and the literacy 
council, according to Lewis, will 
have "a chance to reach >aore people 
in Scotland County and reach them 
at an earlier age." 

The chamber of commerce will 
be able to realize the goal of its 
literacy committee: to promote 
literacy for people of all ages in 



Scotland County. 

The |*r>jea win be deigned to be 
repUoaed in nailer n 
or In ortwn areas wk± 
and existing ttbrary roeources* 



Each program will In 
meeting twice a *eefc 
will be pre- and 
trained volunteers* 



The adults 
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Readers Review 



Little Critter Books 

By MERCER MAYER 
Reviewed By Pat Bush 

A critter book? Yes, a delightful and amusing little critter who en- 
counters all kinds of problems. 

For instance, in one book entitled, Just Me And My Littler Sis- 
ter, the little critter has to entertain his sister at the parte. She wants 
to "try" everything and as a. result gets him into several 
predicaments, but because she had such a good time, his mother says 
he can take her again the next day. 

I Was So Mad, finds the critter wanting to do such things as keep 
frogs in the bathtub, or play hide and seek in the clean sheets hang- 
ing on the clothesline. For some reason Mom won't let him. The ob- 
vious result is the comment, "I was so mad." 

All By Myseir is a comical display of little critter trying to do the 
everyday things such as brushing his teeth and of course making a 
mess of the toothpaste all over the bathroom. 

Having become involved in a special literacy project at the 
Library the past few months called PARENT AND CHILD 
HXiMTIIER, I have previewed several children's books. My intent 
was to find books that were comical and entertaining for children as 
well as useful in teaching parents who do not read, or read at a low- 
level, to share with their children. Mercer Mayer seemed to be the 
answer 

I have recently shared several of the Mercer Mayer critter books 
with the adult literacy support group from the Scotland County 
Literacy Office. I have found that even as adults, there is enjoyment 
to be received from reading a child's book. 

If we as adults find them humorous and entertaining, certainly a 
child will enjoy them also. 
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Young Readers 
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A group of yofiths have mcl for (he past two and a half 
weeks at Galllrc United Methodist Church for the 
Literacy Project sponsored by the Scotland County 
Memorial Library, 'rtiry were led by Mrs* Tat Bush, Mrs* 

m. M _ .J • _ *m ■ 1 J • »ft • I ~* * - - mmn^^A^mm 



34 



Library Literacy Program 
Successful For Local Youths 



"hneiH AihI OiiM liip#ilwi, M an 
KilrigriicinlMitinl litn;* y ptojn t 
IMmstMwt hy the Scotland County 
Memorial Library, tots errand n 
learning ctprricntr fur a group *4 

ihmngh the cfl«wK of Miyllr 
Carter, (PACT tutor). mNl the Rfv. 
Jimmy F. Cuinmings. pastor of 
(Milcc United Methodic Church, 
time and .space was pmvfclcrf so ilia? 
a daily class could take place for flic 
pasl (wo and one half weeks. 

Mrs. Carter has helped to better 
prepare the children let go hack to 
school by reading storybooks imd 
in PACT with additional review of 
colors, shapes, the letters of the al- 
phabet and their sounds, etc. 

Pit Bush, literacy rootdinatot of 
the PACT project, has been pleased 
with the response and enthusiasm 
from Galilee Church. Other potcn 
lial groups in the area are beginning 
to show an interest in participating 
in the project. 

"It is crucial that we break the 
cycle of illiteracy hy reaching the 
preschool child ami provide this 
type of service to the pnrent fir 
grandparent who would like to 
receive onc-on '<mc tutoring with 
storybooks/ 1 Mr*. Rush said. 

All of the ISC A Till' VI nwwik 



have not been given at this lime, but 
it funding is not continued for the 
year, the project will have to 
attempt to find other funding or go 
to a volunteer situation, she noted. 

fhiklrcn participating in the 
pmjccl were: James McCall, Ixvcm 
Allen, Lydia Brown, Johnny Brown, 
Jason Yearwood, Nicole Palmer, Tif- 



fany Monroe, Brandon Raincr, Shcr- 
rod Monroe, Samcul Ijeak, Skylar 
Stewart, Persephone Stewart. 
Maurice Harrington, Glen Har- 
rington, Italy Harrington and Jacque 
Stewart 

Several adult students have taken 
(Continued On Page 8B) 



Library- 



(Continued From Page IB) 

f 

advantage of the computer available i 

Ihrovgh this project, at the library. ^ 

Anyone interts'xd m any of those r 

areas of PACT may c&ll Pat Bush at f 

the library. 2764563. % 
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Library's Project 
PACT Reaching 
Readers Early 

By DOTN. COBLE 

Through a project called "PACT— Parent And Child Together, 
the Scotland County Memorial Library is seeking to reach children 
at an early age in hopes of breaking the cycle of il- 
literacy. Coordinator Pal Bush said PACT is designed to teach bet- 
ter reading skills to adults who are parents of young children. 
Through the project, a class has been established at the Oak Hill 
Community Center where 13 adults are participating in the study of 
reading skills. 

The class is taught by Pat Long, a teacher with the Scotland 
County Literacy Council. Classes are provided through Richmond 
Community College. Members of the class are those adults who 
cannot rcac or those who read at a low level. The class meets twice 
weekly. 

"Parents .iced to read to their preschool children before they reach 
school age," Mrs. Bush stressed. If a child learns to enjoy reading at 
an early age, he will be more apt to remain in school rather than be- 
come a drop-out. she added. 

"Some p .rents think their children will receive all they need to 
know about reading as students in the public classroom, but they 
need to know that the time spent with them prior to school is so im- 
portant to d eir success in school and in later life." 

Giving a.) example of the program's success. Mrs. Bush referred 
to one member of the Oak Hill class. Mrs. Bush noted that Kathleen 
Rowell. 51, could not read at all when she first started the program. 

"She enjoys the one-on-one attention she gets in the Oak Hill 
classroom situation. You can almost see the pride, the self-worth and 
the thrill strc feels when she sits down to read a book to the class. 

"She is proof that by looking at a storybook and relating the sen- 
tences to pictures, one can Icam to read a book." Mrs. Rowell's 
favorite books are "Old Hat, New Haf and "Counting 

(Continued On Page 13B) 




Reading 



Kathleen Rowell (right). 51. with Pat Bush. Is upgrading 
her reading skills through the Scotland County Memorial 
Library's PACT (Parents And Children Together) program. 
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Library's Project (continued From Pa ge iB) 

Book." These adults are encouraged to take these books home and 
read them to their children, or grandchildren. Books are provided 
through the library. 

u Wt have had very rewarding results from the program," Mrs. 
Bush said, 

Others who wish to participate in similar classes or those who 
know of someone who would benefit from the program may contact 
Mrs. Bush at the library. 

Arrangements will be made for classes to be held at the con- 
venience of ihi prospective participant and/or on a one-on-one con- 
fidential basis, she noted. 

There is no charge lo participate. The program is being sponsoring 
for ere year, through September, by the Library Services and Con- 
struction Act Title VI funds. 

The $17,550 allocated for PACT includes Mrs. Bush's salary and 
a computer with a program designed especially for the low-level 
reader. 

Tutors as well as students are needed to carry on the program, it 
was noted. Mrs. Bush may be reached by calling 276 0563. 
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THE SCOTLANO LITERACY COUNCIL 

?^ ,r *"«,°\ r#cruitt "0 «nd training 
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VOLUNTEER? 



PARENT AND CHILD TOGETHER 
£8£It »pon*or»d by the 
Scot 1 and County Li brar y , 
is a project offering FREE 
one-on-one tutoring for 
parents or grandparents to 
learn to read a story book 
to a preschool child, Vol- 
unteers and storytel 1 er s 
•re needed for a short- 
tere coaaiteent. Share in 
tha r awards o4 saaing 
a parent read to a 
child for the first 
tiae. Call Pat Bush. 
276-0563. 



38 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




NEED 
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SUGGESTED BOOK LIST 



Suggested books are listed below that were found to be most 
useful with the PARENT AND CHILD TOGETHER project, with 
the easier books listed first. 



THE FRAGGLES COUNTING BOOK 
"COUNTING BOOK 1 t0 10 

THE FRAGGLES ALPHABET PIE 

ANIMAL SOUNDS 
*OLD HAT NEW HAT 

HOP ON POP 

MOTHER GOOSE RHYMES 
*THE TEENY TINY WOMAN 

A FIRST BOOK OF DO'S & DON'TS 
*ALL BY MYSELF 
*JUST FOR YOU 

JUST A MESS 

JUST GRANDHA AND ME 

JUST GRANDPA AND ME 
*I WAS SO MAD 

GOODNIGHT MOON 

THE SHAPE OF ME 

GO, DOG, GO! 

I'LL TEACH MY DOG 100 WORDS 
WHHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD 



Larry DiFiori 
Cyndy Szekeres 
Larry DiFiori 
Aurelius Battaglis 
Stan & Jan Berenstain 
Dr. Seuss 

Jane O'Connor 
A. J. Wood 
Mercer Mayer 
Mercer Mayer 
Mercer Mayer 
Mercer Mayer 
Mercer Mayer 
Mercer Mayer 
Brown 
Dr. Seuss 
P. D. Eastman 
Michael Frith 
Maurice Sendak 
Watty Piper 



*The books noted by the asterisk were enjoyed the most and are 
available in paperback and reasonably priced. Mercer Mayer was 
the most popular author. 

Books suggested were chosen by t >e PACT project coordinator. 
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KB The Laurinburg Exchange, Friday January 13, 1989 



Ahead Lines 



If you want your organization's activities published in this 
column, call the information in to 276-2311 or mail it to The 
Laurinburg Exchange, P. O. Box 459, Laurinburg, N. C, 28352. 
Items must be in by noon on the day before expected publica- 
tion. Events will he published up to two weeks in advance. 

Today, January 13 

NAACP INSTALLATION BANQUET — Scotland County 
Branch of NAACP extends will have an installation banquet to be 
held at I. Ellis Joitnson Middle School on Friday, Jan. 13, at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets arc on sale and my be purchased from members. 

PTA ADVISORY LUNCHEON — The Covington Street 
School PTA advisory group luncheon meeting will be held Friday, 
Jan. 13, from noon until 1 p.m. in the school media center. To con- 
firm attendance at the luncheon, call 276-3460. The event is open 
to any PTA member 

Saturday, January 14 

WOMEN'S AGLOW — Laurinburg Women's Agww Fellow- 
ship will meet on Saturday, Jan. 14, at the Holiday Inn. Breakfast 
will he served at 9 a.m. and the fellowship meeting will begin at 
9:30 a.m. Peggy Wilson of Wilson will be the speaker. Call 276- 
5332 or 276-7602 for breakfast reservations and 276-2860 for nur- 
sery arrangements. 

Saturday, January 14 

VETERANS MEETING— The Scotland County Veterans 
Council will meet Saturday, Jan. 14, at 8 a.m. at the bus terminal. 

Sunday, January 15 

KING COMMEMORATION — A worship service for the en- 
tire community, sponsored by the Scotland County Ministerial As- 
sociation, to commemorate the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr., 
will be held Sunday at 4 p.m. at the Galilee United Methodist 
Church, located at 900 McGirts Bridge Road. Father Timothy 
Kimbrough, rector at St. David's Episcopal Church, will deliver 
the message, and other area ministers and choirs will participate in 
the service. 

SINGING BOYS CONCERT — The Singing Boys of Pen- 
nsylvania will present a concert on Sunday, Jan. 15, at 7 p.m. at the 
Laurinburg Presbyterian Church. The event is sponsored by the 
Scotland Arts Council and the Laurinburg Presbyterian Church. 

^Mfmfer, Januarjnr 

UTfiftACY WOmHOPS' — Volunteer tutors and 
storytellers arc needed for a six-week literacy project sponsored by 
the Scotland County Memorial Library. Name of the project is 
Parent & Child Together. Workshop days are Monday, Jan. 16, and 
Thursday, Jan. 19, from 9 until II a.m. For more information, call 
Pat Bush, 2764)563. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FUNDRAISKK - A joir.t 
celebration of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday will feature » 

fundraiser on Monday, Jan. 16 * •»•- ' : ' * 

' Fric 
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Make A 
f>A«V 

with your 
child 

Share In The 
Rewards Of 
Teaching A 
Parent To Read 
To A Child!! 



♦VOLUNTEER TUTORS & 
♦STORYTELLERS 

NEEDED: For A 6 Week Literacy Project 
SPONSORED BY: Scotland County Library 
PROJECT: Parent And Child Together 
WORKSHOP: January 16 & 19, 9-11:30 am 
CALL: Pat Bush 276-0563 
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MY BOOKMARK 




// you love me, 
read me a story. 




Books 

Classes 

Tutoring 



Call Pat Bush at 
276 0563 

and we can learn 
to read together. 

Sponsored by: 

SCOTLAND COUNTY 
LIBRARY 

312 W. Church Street 
Laurinburg, NC 28352 




i 
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Sponsored by: 

SCOTLAND COUNTY 
LIBRARY 

312 W. Church Street 
Laurinburg, NC 28352 
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"All About Me." 



"My name is 



"I was born on 
-~ "I weigh 



"I live at 



lbs. and 



ti 



ii 



QAUsMAK 



I 7 3 

n ( r n iin 

II II 13 U IS It I? 
10 MHO Jl 77 M 74 



ounces. 



ii 
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"The color of my eyes are 

"The color of my hair Is 

HJ ^ brothe 's and sisters." 
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"When I grow up, I will Jearn vy A, C's 4ud 



my numbers. 
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Read 
Together 




Share The Joy. 



Call Pat Bush at 276-0563 and 
learn to read a storybook to 
your child. 

Books, classes and tutoring are 
offered 




Sponsored by: Scotland County Memorial Library 
312 West Church Street 
l.mir Inburg, NC 28352 
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Name 
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FREE 

BOOKS 
CLASSES 
TUTORING 
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Call Pat Bush at 276-0563 
and we can read together. 
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